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SCHOOL MAINTENANCE — WANNEROO — DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
Grievance 

MR P.T. MILES (Wanneroo — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.45 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for 
Planning representing the Minister for Education. I am concerned about the urgent need for improvements to the 
facilities at two schools within my electorate, East Wanneroo Primary School and Wanneroo Secondary College, 
formerly known as Wanneroo Senior High School. I also want to acknowledge the fact that in my electorate of 
Wanneroo we have had two new schools built, in Pearsall and Tapping, and we also have the new — 
Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, member for Girrawheen. You are starting to take over again. I call you to order for 
the first time. 

Mr P.T. MILES: There is also a new high school in Banksia Grove for the primary schools in Carramar, 
Tapping and the Ashby area. Whilst we have done a great deal of new builds throughout the electorate, the two 
schools that I am particularly concerned about are East Wanneroo Primary School and Wanneroo Secondary 
College. I bring this grievance because the East Wanneroo Primary School was built in 1975 and so is nearly 
some 40 years old, and I believe it has basically fallen through the cracks of the Department of Education when 
it comes to improvements. I think the department’s maintenance of that school has let down the community 
tremendously. There are also some outstanding issues with Wanneroo Secondary College, which I will come to a 
little later. 

Since I was elected in 2008, these schools have been visited by the Premier and the former Minister for 
Education, Dr Elizabeth Constable, in 2010, and by the current minister, Hon Peter Collier, late last year, within 
about two weeks of his taking over that portfolio. I thank him for that. We walked around both schools because 
they are effectively on the same site. East Wanneroo Primary School is one of the oldest government schools, I 
guess, in the metropolitan area, being 40 years old. It has in the past accommodated up to 800-plus students, and 
although student numbers have remained quite steady because of the new primary schools in Hocking and 
Pearsall, we still have 400 to 450 students, and that number will increase over the coming years, given the 
growth that is occurring in East Wanneroo. As I said, the school environment for these young students is far 
from ideal. 
Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen! 

Mr P.T. MILES: There are a number of issues that need to be addressed within that school; clearly the member 
for Girrawheen does not care about schools. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr P.T. MILES: The paint on the fascia is clearly quite weathered but, more importantly, parents have raised 
with me the fact that, because of the school’s age, it still has quite a bit of asbestos, and that is the issue that we 
need to get sorted out urgently. The issue was brought up with both the previous and current Ministers for 
Education, and I know that the Department of Education has done some aerial monitoring, but the parents felt 
that that monitoring took place at an inappropriate time of year for detecting the breakdown of asbestos fibres, 
because it took place when weather conditions were damp, as opposed to the summertime. It cannot be ignored; 
it needs to be taken up. The other big problem at East Wanneroo Primary School is that because it was built 
nearly 40 years ago, rooms are divided by the old concertina doors, and they are not conducive to current 
schooling techniques. Quite often the teacher in the next room can be heard giving her lessons and music classes 
can be easily heard. Those types of doors should not be part of schooling today. All the classrooms in the brand-
new schools in the electorate are separated by insulated bifolding doors, and it is not possible to hear anything 
through them, which shows how technology has improved.  

The year 7 block at the Wanneroo Secondary College is being built, which is very nice, and in 2009, just after 
the government had come into office, the new music area and some other new areas were built. However, the 
problem now is that the Wanneroo Secondary College canteen is not allowed to cook food. Under the health 
laws it is only able to warm up a pie or sausage roll et cetera. It cannot do anything else except heat those basic 
sorts of foods. The Wanneroo college has been quite good with its canteen because it has been able to help East 
Wanneroo Primary and Wanneroo Primary Schools with catering for their students’ lunches because those 
primary schools have been unable to get parent involvement to help with lunches.  
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They are the biggest issues. There are some other issues with the high school, such as the need for some new 
purpose-built toilets. The girls toilets, especially in the senior area, are well below grade. The newer toilets never 
get abused or graffitied, but the older ones do because, to be quite frank, they need to be pushed over and rebuilt. 
The college is also below the Department of Education’s standard. It does not have a sports centre. It is not 
designed to hold the 1 200 students who will attend over the coming year. In 2015 when another 300-odd pupils 
attend, it will need to be drastically brought up to speed. I ask the minister to get these works done.  

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Planning) [9.52 am]: I thank the member for some notice of the 
issues he has just raised. He refers to two schools in his electorate. I think it is worth putting on record the 
amount the government has allocated for capital works activities in the government school system. Over the past 
four years, $1.4 billion has been expended on capital works in government schools. Among other things, that has 
provided for the construction of 26 new or replacement schools or to refurbish and upgrade schools. A slightly 
higher amount of $1.475 billion has been allocated over the next four years for the construction of new or 
replacement schools or to refurbish and upgrade schools, including nine new primary schools, which will be 
opened in the next two years. A number of other schools will be opened in subsequent years. The member 
referred to the new secondary school in Banksia Grove, which I understand is in the Wanneroo electorate, and 
stage 1 will be open in 2015. A range of other activities are also underway.  

In relation to the specific schools the member referred to, as he indicated, East Wanneroo Primary School 
opened in 1975. I am advised that it is generally in good condition for its age, although I acknowledge that 
schools of that age are certainly not designed in the same way as schools that are being opened these days. The 
amount of $2.7 million was expended on capital works at East Wanneroo Primary School, with work completed 
in December 2010. That funding was provided by the previous federal government, so it has provided for at least 
some upgrades and new facilities for that school, including a covered assembly, a music and art block and a new 
canteen, a two-room early childhood block and a covered stage and landscaping work. Since July 2011, more 
than $281 000 has been provided to East Wanneroo Primary School for repairs and maintenance, including 
$72 000 to replace gas heaters. I am advised that a tender for a security fence has been awarded and the 
commencement date is being negotiated with the school. The school has also been provided with air cooling. The 
needs at East Wanneroo Primary School have been recognised and are being considered by the education 
department and, no doubt, will be considered ultimately by the Minister for Education as funding becomes 
available in future years, although it is not possible to advise when that will occur.  

Wanneroo Secondary College also opened in the mid-1970s. Its design was based on faculty-based classroom 
clusters. Some significant funding has been provided for improvements to the school in recent years. For 
example, in June 2009 a $5.28 million capital works program was completed, which provided a new music and 
dance building. Alterations and additions were made to the student services and English teaching block. 
Upgrades were also made to the science, maths, home economics, society and environment and gymnasium 
facilities, plus $665 000 for a fire services upgrade, which was completed in 2010. A $5.6 million program is 
also underway, which will provide for a new six-classroom block and refurbishment work in some of the 
existing facilities in preparation for the year 7 transition to the college. Completion of that work is expected 
in October next year. Additionally, since July 2011, more than $1.26 million has been provided to Wanneroo 
Secondary College for repairs and maintenance, including a security fence, which has been completed. A school 
facilities audit was carried out at the school in August 2011. Some areas identified as needing further work 
include the toilets, the canteen, the performing arts and visual arts areas and the gymnasium. A detailed 
feasibility study for the toilet upgrade at the college was completed in October 2012 as a result of that facilities 
audit. These works will be considered for funding when future capital works priorities are determined.  

In relation to the issue of asbestos in schools that the member identified, I am advised that an asbestos-containing 
materials audit and a building assessment program are underway for all Western Australian public schools. 
Completion of that process is expected by the end of November. That information will assist in identifying the 
work required to do any asbestos removal activity in government schools and other works that need to be 
undertaken. In short, I have no doubt that the member’s raising the needs of these two schools in his electorate 
will ensure that they are considered within the education portfolio. Obviously, they need to be weighed up with 
the needs of other government schools across the state. But certainly there is a reasonable argument for further 
work to be undertaken, particularly at Wanneroo Secondary College. I am sure the Minister for Education will 
ensure the needs of these two schools are adequately considered. 
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